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Client –  Durham University – Paul Hammond, Martin Huitson & Barry Frost 

 Estates & Building, Holly Wing, Mountjoy Centre, Stockton Road, 
Durham, DH1 3LE 

 xxxxxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxxx 

 xxxxxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxxx  

Architect –  PH Partnership – Graham Hodgson 

 10 Lumley Court, Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. DH2 1AN 

 xxxxxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxxx  
Completion – Biosciences & Geography – September 2017 (2 
Months) 

  Nano Lab (Upgrade) – May 2018 (5 Months) 

  Chemistry Phase 1 – September 2018 (3 Months) 

  Chemistry Phase 2 – December 2018 (3 Months) 

  Physics Phase 3 – April 2019 (4 Months) 

  Engineering & Earth Sciences - Phases 4 & 5 - Ongoing 

Value -  Total – + £2,200,000 

Biosciences & Geography - £250,000 

  Nano Lab (Upgrade) - £530,000 

  Chemistry Phase 1 – £370,000 

  Chemistry Phase 2 – £450,000 

Physics Phase 4 – £410,000 

  Engineering & Earth Sciences - £220,000 

Form of Contract – NEC3 Engineering & Construction Short Form Contract 

Site Man. -  Neil Laverick & Francis Hibbitts 

 
 
We were awarded a contract to renew and reconfigure the gas services within the 
Biosciences & Geography Departments in 2017. The works involved the 
construction of new bottle compounds and cages and associated pipework to 
eradicate the internally stored bottles. The works were carried out during the 
Summer, but both buildings still had to be carefully planned and managed, 
because many of the routes passed through or along live/shared areas, such as 
the corridors and staircases.  
 
 
We were also contracted to upgrade/refurbish the Nano Technology Laboratory 
within the Chemistry department. The works involved the full strip of the room and 
full remodelling, including new M&E works in and out of the room. The new lab 
furniture and research stations provided state of the art facilities for students and 
staff research projects. 
 
 



 

Following the success of the 2017 works, we were award another the first phase 
of the Chemistry Department which was again undertaken during the summer of 
2018. Due to the success of these first 2 projects we were successful and 
awarded the 2nd phase which was undertaken during term time so this involved 
substantial planning and co-ordination to ensure that the works did not affect the 
university, staff and students. 
 
 
In addition to the gas installation works, other ductwork and electrical works had 
to be undertaken as part of the scope of works. 
 
 
A high percentage of the works during the project were carried out using a 
specialist gas contractor who was managed by our site managers. The opening 
up, reinstatement and other M&E works were undertaken by ourselves. 
 
 
Our philosophy of understanding, careful planning and ensuring that we worked 
around the client’s needs certainly helped on these live buildings and enabled 
ourselves and the staff/students to function alongside each other without incident 
and any major issues or complaints. 
 
 
The works were completed on time and with minimal disruption to the users and 
departments. Our site teams received excellent feedback from the department 
heads for the way the works were undertaken, managed and controlled. 


