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Having carried out 
major refurbishments on 
3 neighbouring historic 
projects for Durham 
University, including 7 
Owengate which houses 
the World Heritage Visitor 
Centre, we were awarded 
the contract to upgrade & 
fully refurbish  the existing 
student accommodation to 
provide 21st century 
accommodation, including 
ensuite facilities for the                              

 
students. The inner city site with very 
restrictive access, consists of 2 
blocks separate blocks known as 3-6 
Owengate.   
 
History of the buildings 
 
7 former houses form 3-6 
Owengate which were constructed 
between 16th & 19th century. They 
are Grade II listed and are sited 
within Durham’s City Centre 
Conservation Area and World 
Heritage Site. Owengate leads 

up to the Palace Green & the 
Cathedral, it derives its name from the 

castle defences gate which was originally located at the top of the street.  



 

 
No.5 Owengate dates from 16th Century and retains most of its original 
structure, including jettying floors at first and second floor levels with exposed 
oak beams and a 
rendered front elevation. 
 
In addition to the works 
to the buildings, we were 
commissioned to 
undertake extensive 
repair works to the Grade 
I listed Castle walls, 
including repointing, 
stabilisation and replacing 
individual weathered 
stones. 
 
 
The Works 
 
The initial phase of the project involved the complete removal of all asbestos 
materials from the building.  

 
 

The buildings were suffering from continual structural movement, so areas were 
underpinned including the installation of piles and a combination of cantilever 
and bridging pile caps. We also carried our structural repairs to the façade, 
which included renewing stone & timber lintols, the stitching of timbers, 
brickwork & stonework, repointing of stone and brickwork, hacking off and 
renewal of defective render, replacing weathered stones, rebuilding areas of 
stone & brickwork, replacement of some of the windows, repairs and splicing to 
the retained windows and roof repairs, including leadwork. To enable the façade 
works to be undertaken, we had to erect scaffolding on Owengate which is very 
narrow resulting in the need for traffic and pedestrian management, which 
included the widening of the footpath beneath the scaffold to maintain 
pedestrians and disabled access to the Palace Green. 



 

 
  



 

Internally many parts of the 
building were stripped back 
to their structure which 
uncovered several 
previously hidden problems 
which had to be rectified 
prior to replastering, these 
included damp issues, 
running ground water and 
structural problems. The 
building was fitted with new 
services throughout, 
including above & below 
drainage, mechanical, 
plumbing and electrical. 
 
Many elements of the 
works had to be 
undertaken under the 
supervision of the 
archaeologist, including all 
excavation works internally 
& externally, the removal of 
some of the wall finishes and 
the demolition of the old 
internal walls. 
 
New ensuites were installed; some of 
these were prefabricated pods whilst others had to be traditional 
bathrooms due to the site constraints. New doors, frames & joinery were 
installed through most of the building apart from the rooms where we had to 
protect and retain the original features such as the wall panelling, doors, etc. 
 
After redecoration and installation of new carpets throughout the building we 
installed furniture, curtains, blinds and bedding to all of the rooms, so that they 
were ready for the students to move in. 
 
Throughout the works were carried out in a delicate and considered manner, 
under the direction and supervision of the archaeologist, architect and 

conservation office. We also worked 
closely with the design teams and client 
to hide the services etc. within the fabric 
without disturbing the historic features. 
 
The 44 bed accommodation was 
successfully completed ready for the 
students to move straight into. We 
have received excellent feedback 
from the design team and end users, 
and have since secured a very 
similar project less than 200 meters 
away from this scheme. 
  


